
WHO ARE WE?

Urban Farming and Entrepreneurship for Adults

We are a consortium of 6 European Partner organizations funded by 
Erasmus+

• Association for Vertical Farming – Germany

• Center for Social Innovation, CSI – Cyprus 

• Symplexis – Greece 

• BK Consult GbR – Germany 

• BEST Institute for job-related further education and personal
  training – Austria  

• Foundation Hallgarten-Franchetti Villa Montesca Study Center – Italy

• Skybridge Partners Outsourcing Services (I.K.E.) – Greece

“The European Commission support for the production 

of this publication does not constitute an endorsement 

of the contents which reflects the views only of the 
authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible 

for any use which may be made of the information 
contained therein.” 
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The program targets major societal challenges such as the 
current pandemic job crisis, air pollution, climate change, 
deterioration of life quality and mental health in urban 
areas as well as ageing population and loneliness. 

With most Europeans living in tightly packed apartment 
buildings, and recent studies showing an upward trend in 
air-quality and climate change between high-polluted cities, 
there is an urgent need to foster green skills in urban 
communities. Increased urbanization and human activities 
are estimated to change the climate, not only from greenhouse 
gases, but also from urban warming and extreme heat due to 
increased energy consumption. Every year, more than 400,000 
Europeans die prematurely and another 6.5 million citizens in 
urban areas suffer from the consequences of air pollution. 
Air pollution is considered as the most severe environmental 
health problem in Europe.

• Create new employment opportunities for low-skilled 
   individuals and local urban communities.

• Empower more citizens to start small-scale entrepreneurship  
  initiatives in urban farming, for instance in their balconies, 
  rooftops, small gardens, and public places.  
• Help citizens participation in a more democratic society,  
  exposed to practices and daily habits gaining more
  environment-friendly behaviors and lifestyle.

Our Project Outputs are evidence-based. To understand the 
agricultural needs and challenges of each partner country we
will first carry out desk-based and participatory research. We will 
consolidate knowledge on the legislation, policy, cultural and 
climate landscape with regards to urban farming and agriculture, 
while at the same time complete interviews of people working in 
both public and private organizations who can provide us with 
insights around the same topics. The tailored findings of our 
research from Germany, Austria, Cyprus, Greece, and Italy will
guide the development of the Massive Open Online Course 
(MOOC), therefore maximizing the benefits from urban farming
to the different European countries. 

• Increase capacity of adults in urban farming/ entrepreneurship   
  and green skills leading to more employment opportunities for 
  low-skilled adults.
• Development of a pool of professionals – adult educators of 
  urban farming. 
• Improve air quality, reduce urban warming and climate change.
• Increase social cohesion between different groups in the society, 
  to provide work and training experience for unemployed workers. 
• Promote active citizenship and civic engagement through 
  urban farming initiatives. 
• Encouragement of citizens to adapt a more environment-friendly  
  lifestyle, gain food literacy knowledge and live healthier and 
  happier lives.

A European Partnership with a mission to build an education 
program in “Urban Farming and Entrepreneurship Skills” for 
adult learners tto foster green skills and responsibilities, therefore 
encourage them to build resilient urban communities and cities. 
Urban farming can produce income and the creation of new 
employment opportunities for low-skilled individuals and the 
wider communities. “We aim to empower more citizens to start 
small scale initiatives in urban farming, for instance in their 
balconies, rooftops, small gardens, and public places”. 

To achieve this, we will build a Massive Open Online Course 
(MOOC) with a wide variety of learning materials focusing on 
vertical farming, organic farming, and development of
entrepreneurship skills. The curriculum will teach you how to 
cultivate food all year around with practices from organic 
farming exploiting natural resources to increase crop productivity, 
consistency, and quality. The entrepreneurship module will help 
you how to realize business ideas in an urban farming setting
by looking at specific examples as well as community
& engagement initiatives. 

The social benefits are for people, the urban communities, 
and the environment. 
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